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INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

Schedule of meetings
1.
The forty-first Session of the Typhoon Committee is scheduled to be held at Chiangmai Phucome Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand from 19 to 24 January 2009.  The official opening ceremony will be held at 0900 hours on 19 January 2009 at the Phumrapee room, Chiangmai Phucome Hotel.
2.
Subject to confirmation by the Committee, the daily schedule, except for the opening meeting, will be as follows:




0830 to 1200 hours

      



1400 to 1700 hours

Registration 
3.
The Registration desk will be located in front of the Conference Room.  Participants are requested to register and obtain meeting badges between 0800-0845 hours, on Monday 19 January 2009.  Participants who are not able to register on the opening day, are requested to do so on the subsequent days to ensure that their names will appear on the list of participants.  
Badges

4.
Participants are requested to wear the identification badges they received upon registration at all times during the Meeting and official functions.

Visa/Entry Requirements
5.
Visitors entering the Kingdom of Thailand are generally required to have a valid passport and visa.  All participants are recommended to contact the nearest Royal Thai Embassy/Consulate of Representative of Thailand in their respective countries and/or obtain information from http://www.mfa.go.th for visa requirements.  ASEAN Member countries may not need an entry visa to Thailand 
Travel

6. 
Participants are advised to purchase airline tickets from their place of departure directly to Chiang Mai International Airport in Chiang Mai, Thailand.  Information about Chiang Mai International Airport can be found at the following website: http://www.chiangmaiairportonline.com
Weather
7.
In January, the weather in Chiang Mai, Thailand is cool and dry. 


Mean Temperature                                     
23°C


Mean maximum Temperature 


29°C


Mean minimum Temperature


13°C


Mean Precipitation



0 mm



Mean No. of day with precipitation > 1 mm      
0.5 days

 The conference room where the session is to be held is air-conditioned and the temperature is maintained in the range of 22°C to 25°C     
Foreign exchange
8.
Participants may bring with them into Thailand unrestricted sums of foreign currency in the form of traveler's cheques, drafts, letter of credit or other banking instruments which may be exchanged for Thai currency (Approximately US$ 1= Baht 34.40). Information on the day-to-day exchange rates can be found at http://www.bot.or.th 
9.
Participants may be required to declare the amount of traveler's cheques or currency in their possession on arrival at Suvarnabhumi International Airport at Bangkok.

10.
Exchange facilities are available at Suvarnabhumi International Airport, Chiang Mai International Airport, hotels and authorized commercial banks.  Most of the banking facilities are open from 0830 to 1530 hours, without lunch break, from Mondays through Fridays.  
Hotel Accommodation

11.
All participants are encouraged to stay in the Chiangmai Phucome Hotel, which is also the venue for the event with special rate of Baht 1,200 net for Single/Double room 2,000 net for Junior suite (only 17 rooms) or 3,000 net for Suite, inclusive of buffet breakfast, service charge and government tax.  Morning and afternoon coffee/tea as well as lunch during the session are provided free of charge.     


PLEASE NOTE: RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN 5 JANUARY 2009 TO THE LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE ROOM. 
As the accommodation and Conference Venue will be arranged at the Chiangmai Phucome Hotel during the TC Session, participants can be reached via the hotel’s telephone and fax numbers at Chiangmai Phucome Hotel, 2 Kanklong Cholprathan Road, Chiangmai 20500 Thailand, Tel. +(66 53) 211026-31 Fax.+ (66 53) 216422, www.phucome.com , email: phucomehotel@hotmail.com
Transportation between Airport and Hotel

12. 
Participants will be met on arrival at the airport and free transportation from the airport to the hotel and back will be provided by the Chiangmai Phucome Hotel.  As Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) will coordinate all travel arrangements, participants are requested to carefully check their arrival and departure schedules and send their schedules to TMD.  These will be consolidated and forwarded to the Hotel.  Any last-minute changes must be forwarded directly to Chiangmai Phucome Hotel, 2 Kanklong Cholprathan Road, Chiangmai 20500 Thailand, Tel.+(66 53) 211026-31, Fax.+(66 53) 216422, www.phucome.com, email: phucomehotel@hotmail.com

Excursion

13. 
Excursions will be arranged for all participants on Friday 23 January 2009.  Further details will be provided during the session by the Local Organizing Committee
Local Organizing Contact Point
14.
Any query about local arrangements, please contact the Local Organizing Committee:


     Dr. Somri Huntrakul
                  Chairperson

                  Local Organizing Committee
                  Thai Meteorological Department

                  4353 Sukhumvit Road, Bangna, Bangkok, Thailand

                  Tel. and Fax.: +(66 2) 3989875

                  E-mail: TC41@tmd.go.th 

                  Mr. Chamnong Kaeochada 


     Director of Northern Meteorological Center
                  Chiangmai International Airport Road, Suthep district, Amphur Muang

     Chiangmai, Thailand 

                  Cell phone: +(66 85) 1650876 

     or 


    Mr. XUAN Zengpei,
                 Director, Information and Communications Technology and
                 Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD)
                 ESCAP
                 Tel: +66-2288 1811,
                 Fax: +66 2288 1085,
                 E-mail: escap-idd@un.org.
Working Language of the Meeting
15.
The meeting will be conducted in English and all documentation will be in English.  No interpretation service will be available.
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